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May 2, 2018 

 

The Honorable Holly Mitchell 

Chair, Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Committee 

State Capitol, Room 5019 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

The Honorable Phil Ting 

Chair, Assembly Committee on Budget 

State Capitol, Room 6026 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

RE: Cap and Trade Expenditures: CalRecycle Funding 

 

Dear Senator Mitchell and Assemblymember Ting,  

 

The undersigned organizations urge the Legislature to allocate at least $100 million to CalRecycle from 

the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund. This funding will expand CalRecycle’s incredibly successful 

GGRF programs which reduce greenhouse gas emissions through waste reduction, bioenergy production, 

composting and recycled content manufacturing, and edible food recovery.   

 

The Legislative Analysts Office has found that CalRecycle’s waste diversion program is one of the most 

cost-effective of all Cap & Trade funding investments.  These investments help to reduce air and climate 

pollution, cut landfilling, and provide jobs and other benefits in communities across the state. 

 

These waste diversion projects are critical for cities and counties across the state working to reach their 

waste diversion and GHG emission goals. CalRecycle’s GGRF program will help the state meet multiple 

legislative goals, create jobs, support strong in-state markets for recyclables, produce clean energy, 

restore California soils, and feed people in need.  

 

Specifically, the funding for organic waste infrastructure under this program is absolutely necessary in 

order for the public and private sector to meet the requirements of AB 1826 (Chesbro, 2014) and SB 1383 

(Lara, 2016). SB 1383 requires the state to achieve a 75 percent reduction in the amount of organic waste 

disposed of in landfills by 2025, which will require the construction of 50 to 100 new and expanded 

organic waste recycling facilities, at a cost of $2-3 billion. 

 

In addition to being highly over-subscribed, CalRecycle’s Programs have ranked among the most cost 

effective programs in terms of dollars spent per GHG reduced. We believe that it’s clear that expanding 

funding for these programs is not only a worthwhile investment, but it is also critical to achieving several 

goals established by the legislature. We urge your support for the allocation of at least $100 million to 

CalRecycle. Thank you for your consideration.  

 

  



 

Sincerely, 

 

James Mason 

All Power Labs 

 

Stephen Knight 

Alameda County Community Food Bank 

 

Patrick Serfass 

American Biogas Council 

 

Yaniv Scherson 

Anaergia 

 

Jeff Snyder 

Aries Clean Energy 

 

Dan Noble 

Association of Compost Producers  
 

Julia Levin 

Bioenergy Association of California  
 

Andrew Cheyne 

California Association of Food Banks 

 

Mary Alice Escarsega-Fechner 

California Association of Local Conservation 

Corps 

 

Jessica Gauger 

California Association of Sanitation Agencies 

 

Neil S.R. Edgar 

California Compost Coalition 

 

Tracey Patterson 

California Food Policy Advocates 

 

Gail Wadsworth 

California Institute for Rural Studies 

 

Will Bakx 

California Organic Recycling Council 

 

Heidi Sanborn 

California Product Stewardship Council 

 

Kelly Astor and Josh Pane 

California Refuse Recycling Council 

 

 

Colleen Foster 

California Resource Recovery Association 

 

Cara Martinson 

California State Association of Counties 

 

Barry Broad 

California Teamsters Public Affairs Council 

 

Mark Murray  

Californians Against Waste  
 

Cathy LeBlanc 

Camptonville Community Partnership 

 

Rich Costa 

CarbonLite Industries 

 

Christopher Chin 

The Center for Oceanic Awareness, Research, 

and Education (COARE) 

 

Alan Lessik 

Civicorps 

 

Cherish Changala 

Command Packaging 

 

Thomas Tenorio 

Community Action Agency of Butte County 

 

David Runsten 

Community Alliance with Family Farmers 

 

Dan Knapp 

Conservation Corps of Long Beach 

 

Marilee Eckert 

Conservation Corps North Bay 

 

Paul Relis 

CR&R 

 

Vince De Lange 

Delta Diablo 

 

Erik Talkin 

Food Bank of Santa Barbara County 

 



 

Anne Holcomb 

Food for People, Inc 

 

Dana Montgomery Frasz 

Food Shift 

 

Shawn Riggins 

Fresno Local Conservation Corps 

 

Larry Sly 

Food Bank of Contra Costa & Solano  

 

Shawn Garvey 

The Grant Farm  

 

Nicholas Mueller 

Greater Valley Conservation Corps 

 

Sarah Sikich 

Heal the Bay 

 

Kelly Astor 

Inland Empire Disposal Association 

 

Jim Floros 

Jacobs & Cushman San Diego Food Bank 

 

Erin Evans-Fudem 

League of California Cities 

 

Andrew Shakman 

LeanPath 

 

Robert Nothoff 

Los Angeles Alliance for a New Economy 

 

Wendy Butts 

Los Angeles Conservation Corps 

 

Sharon Green 

Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts 

 

Kelly Astor 

Los Angeles County Waste Management 

Association 

 

Breanna Morrison 

Los Angeles Food Policy Council 

 

Kim Scheibly 

Marin Sanitary Service 

Bill Gibbs 

Merced County Food Bank 

 

Salvatore N. Evola 

Mt. Diablo Resource Recovery  

 

Tim Dewey-Mattia 

Napa Recycling & Waste Services 

 

Doug Kobold 

National Stewardship Action Council 

 

Laura Mckaughan 

Norther CA Recycling Association 

 

Cooper Freeman 

Occidental Arts & Ecology Center 

 

Katharyn Munoz 

Orange County Conservation Corps 

 

Paul Towers 

Pesticide Action Network North America 

(PAN) 

 

Dianne Cohen 

Plastic Pollution Coalition 
 

Eric Potashner 

Recology 

 

Roy Alper 

Renewable Sonoma 

 

Chuck Helget 

Republic Services 

 

Michael Dimock 

Roots of Change  

 

Mary Pitto 

Rural County Representatives of California 

  

David De Mers 

Sacramento Regional Conservation Corps 

 

Elly Brown 

San Diego Food System Alliance 

 

Deborah O. Raphael 

San Francisco Department of the Environment 



 

 

Dorsey Moore 

San Jose Conservation Corps 

 

Nicole Suydam 

Second Harvest Food Bank Orange County 

 

Willy Elliott-McCrea 

Second Harvest Food Bank Santa Cruz 

 

Malaika Bishop 

Sierra Harvest 
 

Paul Ash 

SF-Marin Food Bank 

 

Melissa Immel 

Solid Waste Association of North America 

 

Kelly Astor 

Solid Waste Association of Orange County 

 

Will Bakx 

Sonoma Compost 

 

Ricky Ashenfelter 

Spoiler Alert 

 

Wendy Sommer 

StopWaste 

 

Angela T. Howe Esq. 

Surfrider 

Fred Tornatore 

TSS Consultants 

 

Jaskiran Grewal 

United Food and Commercial Workers 

Western States Council (UFCW) 

 

Mark Bragg 

US Biogas 

 

Frank Franciosi 

US Composting Council 

 

Alex Delnik 

Verdeco Recycling 

 

Kevin Lunny 

West Marin Compost 

 

Michael Gross 

Zanker Recycling 
 

Ruth C. Abbe 

Zero Waste USA 

 

Anna Cummins 

5 Gyres 

 

Leslie Mintz Tamminen 

7th Generation Advisors 

 

 

 

Cc: Members. California State Assembly 

Members. California State Senate 


