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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

December 17, 2015

Honorable Mark Leno, Chair Honorable Shirley Weber, Chair
Joint Legislative Budget Committee Assembly Budget Committee
Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Committee

Honorable Ricardo Lara, Chair Honorable Jimmy Gomez, Chair
Senate Appropriations Committee Assembly Appropriations Committee

Notification of Federal Funding Increase—Governor’s Office of Emergency Services,
Victims of Crime Act Funding

This informational report is respectfully submitted to inform you that the California Governor's
Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES) was awarded $232.723 million as a result of a Victim
of Crime Act Formula Grant increase in the Federal Fiscal Year 2015 Budget. This is a
significant increase over recent annual awards. This report details the process in developing
the increased allocations. The performance period for 2015 funds is October 2014 through
September 2018. These funds will be expended within existing federal funds authority
approved in the 2015 Budget Act.

Cal OES is the State Administering Agency for the U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice
Programs, Office for Victims of Crime (OVC), Victim of Crime Act (VOCA), Victim Assistance
Formula Grant Program (VOCA Formula Grant Program). The VOCA Formula Grant Program
provides funding to states to support crime victim assistance programs to 1) respond to the
emotional and physical needs of crime victims, 2) help primary and secondary victims of crime
stabilize their lives after a victimization, 3) help victims to understand and participate in the
criminal justice system, and 4) provide victims of crime with a measure of safety and security.
States must commit 10 percent of local assistance funds to each of the following: domestic
violence, sexual assault, child abuse, and underserved victims of crime. The remaining

60 percent of funds are to support other crime victims assistance programs.

States are expected to conduct strategic plannihg for funding new programs and services and
enhancing existing VOCA funded initiatives. Cal OES created the VOCA Steering Committee
(Committee) comprised of key stakeholders to develop this strategic plan. The Committee
gathered information on gaps in victim services and training needs, emerging issues, and
innovative programs to assist in developing a funding strategy. The Cal OES also sent out
surveys to stakeholders and accepted public input.

The following are descriptions of existing programs that will receive increased allocations due to
the 2015 VOCA Formula Grant Program funds. Some of these programs require an annual
application for service expansion and other funds will be used for one-time investments to
improve programs.



Domestic Violence Assistance Program ($27.9 million)

This program provides shelter and comprehensive services to victims of domestic violence and
their children and will provide a funding increase for the 103 existing projects. Funds are
allocated to individual projects based on a formula developed in collaboration with the Domestic
Violence Advisory Council. This is an ongoing program, per Penal Code section 13823.15,
which requires an annual reapplication.

Rape Crisis Program ($27.0 million) _

This program provides immediate response and comprehensive services to victims of sexual
assault and will provide a funding increase for the 84 existing projects. Funds are allocated
based on a formula. This is an ongoing program, per Penal Code section 13836, which requires

an annual reapplication.

Child Abuse Treatment Program ($12.1 million)

This program provides direct professional therapeutic services to child victims of abuse and will
provide a funding increase for the 46 existing projects. Projects are selected through a
competitive process and funds are allocated to individual projects based on county size. In
addition the Program will be expanded to provide one-time funding, for a 24-month grant period,

to another 33 projects.

American indian Child Abuse Treatment Program ($1.1 million)

This program provides American Indian tribes, consortiums, or non-profit community-based
organizations funding to provide direct professional therapeutic services to American Indian
child victims of abuse and will provide a funding increase for the nine existing projects. Projects
are selected through a competitive process and funds are allocated to individual projects based
on county size. In addition the Program will be expanded to provide one-time funding, for a
24-month grant period, to another six projects.

Youth Emergency Telephone Referral Network Program ($350,000)

This program provides toll-free hotline services to connect youth with direct service providers
and will provide a funding increase for the project to focus on a new statewide advertising
campaign to raise awareness of the avaiiability of chat text communications with counsélors.
This is an ongoing program which requires an annual reapplication

Unserved/Underserved Victim Advocacy & Outreach Program ($15.0 million)

This program provides direct victim services to the unserved and/or underserved and will
provide a funding increase for the 40 existing projects. In addition the program will be expanded
to provide one-time funding, for a 24-month grant period, to another 27 projects. Funds are
aliocated using a competitive process. This program targets the following victim groups: cultural
and ethnic specific, disenfranchised male victims of color, elder abuse, farmworkers,
geographically isolated, human trafficking, immigrants, institutionalized and incarcerated,
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, teen, youth, and victims with disabilities.

Victim/Witness Assistance Program ($32.6 million)

This program provides direct services to victims of all types of crime and will provide a funding
increase for the 59 existing projects. Funds are allocated based on formula of population and
violent crime statistics of the county. This is an ongoing program which requires an annual
reapplication.
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Additional Training Programs ($2.3 million)

There are seven ongoing programs which provide training and technical assistance to
advocates and first responders. An additional three training courses wiil be added with the
expanded funds. Training areas include: child abuse, responding to child abduction and drug
endangered children, domestic violence, sexual assault, and victim/witness advocacy.

New Programs

In addition to augmenting existing programs, new competitive programs will be created for a
one-time, 24-month grant period, to focus on specific programs identified as gaps by the
steering committee. Below is a brief description of each of the new programs.

Domestic Violence Housing First ($2.4 million)

Create a pilot domestic violence-specific rapid rehousing program that provides immediate
safety and housing for victims, as well as ongoing supportive services. This can be done in
conjunction with a shelter-based program or as a stand-alone program. This program would be
modeled after a successful program in Washington,

Sexual Assault Response Team ($4.0 million)

Create a program to improve community collaboration and response to sexual assault.
Required partners would include: law enforcement, victim/witness, sexual assault nurse
examiners, hospitals, mental health providers, college campus(es) representatives, correctional
facilities, tribes, and military representatives.

Victims with Disabilities ($5.0 million)

Create a program to increase physical and programmatic access to services by providing
activities such as: closed captions, communication technology, creating materials in Braille, and
the development of language access plans.

Elder Abuse ($4.0 million)

Create a multidisciplinary (e.g., medical facilities, Adult Protective Services, Offices of the
Ombudsmen, law enforcement) program to provide a community response to elderly and
dependent adult victims of crime. This program would include elderly and dependent aduit
victims of financial abuse.

Legal Assistance ($10.0 miflion)

Create a program that provides direct civil and criminal legal services for victims of crime.
Projects would be required to hire attorneys instead of merely providing referrals. This program
would allow agencies (government and community-based) to compete to create or enhance
existing projects that provide civil and criminal legal assistance.

Transitional Housing ($12.0 million)
Create a program that allows agencies (e.g., human trafficking, homeless youth victims,
domestic violence, population-specific victims) to create and/or enhance transitional housing for

crime victims.
County Victim Service ($40.0 million)

Create a flexible program that allows counties to direct funding to meet local victim needs,
subject to a plan.
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Statewide Child Abuse Training and Technical Assistance ($335,161)

Coordinate and provide a new training program and technical assistance to child abuse service
providers similar to the Cal OES programs that provide this for domestic violence, sexual
assault, and victim/witness service providers.

If you have any questions or need additional information regarding this matter, please call
Brendan Murphy, Assistant Program Budget Manager, at (916) 445-8913.

MICHAEL COHEN
Director

By:

IR
o ll pas

KEELY M. BOSLER\-

Chief Deputy Director

Attachment

cc. Honorable Jim Nielsen, Vice Chair, Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Committee

Honorable Melissa Melendez, Vice Chair, Assembly Budget Committee

Honorable Loni Hancock, Chair, Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Subcommittee No. 5

Honorable Reginald Byron Jones-Sawyer, Sr., Chair, Assembly Budget Subcommittee

No. 5

Mr. Mac Taylor, Legislative Analyst (3)

Mr. Mark Ibele, Staff Director, Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Committee

Mr. Mark McKenzie, Staff Director, Senate Appropriations Committee

Mr. Joseph Shinstock, Senate Republican Fiscal Office

Mr. Craig Cornett, Senate President pro Tempore's Office (2)

Mr. Christian Griffith, Chief Consultant, Assembly Budget Committee

Mr. Pedro R. Reyes, Chief Consultant, Assembly Appropriations Committee

Mr. Eric Swanson, Staff Director, Assembly Republican Fiscal Committee

Mr. Seren Taylor, Director of Strategic Policy, Assembly Republican Leader’s Office

Mr. Jim Richardson, Policy and Fiscal Director, Assembly Republican Leader's Office

Mr. Christopher W. Woods, Assembly Speaker's Office (2)

Ms. Nancy Ward, Chief Deputy Director, California Governor's Office of Emergency
Services

Ms. Grace Koch, Deputy Director, Finance and Administration, California Governor's
Office of Emergency Services

Ms. Nancy Ward, Chief Deputy Director, California Governor's Office of Emergency
Services

Ms. Grace Koch, Deputy Director, Finance and Administration, California Governor's
Office of Emergency Services
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