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Government Code § 70640  (operative January 1, 2006) 
(as enacted by AB 145 and amended by AB 1742) 
 
(a)  It is the policy of the state that each court shall endeavor to provide a children's 

waiting room in each courthouse for children whose parents or guardians are 
attending a court hearing as a litigant, witness, or for other court purposes as 
determined by the court. To defray that expense, monthly allocations for children's 
waiting rooms shall be added to the monthly apportionment under subdivision (a) of 
Section 68085 for each court where a children's waiting room has been established or 
where the court has elected to establish such a service. 

 
(b)  The amount allocated to each court under this section shall be equal to the following: 

for each first paper filing fee as provided under Section 70611, 70612, 70613, 70614, 
or 70670, and each first paper or petition filing fee in a probate matter as provided 
under Section 70650, 70651, 70652, 70653, 70654, 70655, 70656, or 70658, the 
same amount as was required to be collected as of December 31, 2005, to the 
Children's Waiting Room Fund under former Section 26826.3 in the county in which 
the court is located when a fee was collected for the filing of a first paper in a civil 
action under former Section 26820.4. 

 
(c)  Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the court may make expenditures from 

these allocations in payment of any cost, excluding capital outlay, related to the 
establishment and maintenance of the children's waiting room, including personnel, 
heat, light, telephone, security, rental of space, furnishings, toys, books, or any other 
item in connection with the operation of a children's waiting room. 

 
(d)  If, as of January 1, 2006, there is a Children's Waiting Room Fund in the county 

treasury established under former Section 26826.3, the county immediately shall 
transfer the moneys in that fund to the court's operations fund as a restricted fund. By 
February 15, 2006, the county shall provide an accounting of the fund to the 
Administrative Office of the Courts. 

 
(e)  After January 1, 2006, the court may apply to the Judicial Council for an adjustment 

of the amount distributed to the fund for each uniform filing fee. A court that wishes 
to establish a children's waiting room, and does not yet have a distribution under this 
section, may apply to the Judicial Council for such a distribution.  Applications 
under this subdivision shall be made according to trial court financial policies and 
procedures authorized by the Judicial Council under subdivision (a) of Section 
77206. Adjustments and new distributions shall be effective January 1 or July 1 of 
any year beginning January 1, 2006. 

 
(f)  The distribution to a court under this section per each filing fee shall be not less than 

two dollars ($2) and not more than five dollars ($5). 
 


