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June 22, 2017 

 

The Honorable Reginald B. Jones-Sawyer, Sr. 

California State Assembly 

State Capitol Building 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

Subject: AB 1250 – Oppose  

 

Dear Assembly Member Jones-Sawyer: 

  

On behalf of the California State Sheriffs’ Association (CSSA), I regret to inform you that we must respectfully 

oppose your measure, Assembly Bill 1250, which would restrict and limit the ability of counties to contract for 

services. 

 

We understand the value of having public employees perform certain governmental functions. Conversely, there is 

also value and virtue in contracting for other services.   Finding the appropriate balance in this regard is crucial to 

ensure the best delivery of services to county constituents while protecting public resources. Unfortunately, AB 

1250 represents a massive thumb on the scale that will disadvantage counties and their constituents when it comes 

to the provision of governmental services. 

 

By creating a tortuous process with which counties must comply in order to let contracts for vital public safety 

services, this bill will disadvantage those people who rely upon those services.  In the context of jail operations, 

counties and sheriffs contract for and oversee a multitude of services and AB 1250 makes it more difficult to 

contract for these vital services at the expense of those who receive them. The bill’s costly and burdensome audit 

requirements not only tip the scales unfairly against outside providers but will constrain the services that can be 

provided because these costs are born by the providers and will likely reduce the quality and quantity of these 

services. 

 

Jails routinely contract for medical and mental health care services, substance use disorder treatment, rehabilitative 

programming, educational and vocational services, risk/needs assessments, inmate telephone and communication 

services, inmate meal services, and a host of other goods and services that either cannot be provided by 

government cost-effectively or that private provision of services carries increased inmate benefits.  In the wake of 

realignment, sheriffs and counties have met with vigor the obligations that stem from housing more inmates for 

longer terms.  AB 1250 will hurt the people jails are trying to serve; both inmates and our communities at large. 

 

There are a number of considerations that must be made by a county when it decides to offer services to a 

population. AB 1250 inappropriately and unfairly disadvantages the portion of that process that relies on outside 

providers. In the end, the damage done by this bill will fall largely on those people who rely on the services 

counties provide. For these reasons, CSSA must respectfully oppose AB 1250. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Cory M. Salzillo 

Legislative Director 

 
cc: Members and Staff of the Senate Governance and Finance Committee 

 Ryan Eisberg, Republican Consultant 
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