
 
Agriculture, Environment, & Natural Resources (AENR) Policy Committee 
Meeting – Part 1, Agriculture and Water 
CSAC 131st Annual Meeting 
Tuesday, December 2, 2025 · 10:00 AM – 11:15 AM 
San Jose Convention Center, Lower Level 20A 
Santa Clara County, California 

 
 

Supervisor Jessica Pyska, Lake County, Chair 
Supervisor Buddy Mendes, Fresno County, Vice Chair 
Supervisor Tod Kimmelshue, Butte County, Vice Chair 

 
 
10:00 AM    I. Welcome and Introductions 
  Supervisor Jessica Pyska, Lake County, Chair 
 
10:05 AM  II. Update from California Department of Water Resources (DWR) 
   Introduction: Supervisor Jessica Pyska, Lake County, Chair   
   Nancy Vogel, Special Advisor to the Director, DWR 
   
10:25 AM  III. Update from California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) 

  Introduction: Supervisor Buddy Mendes, Fresno County, Vice Chair  
  Christine Birdsong, Undersecretary, CDFA 

    
10:45 AM  IV. Update from Public Policy Institute of California (PPIC) 
  Introduction: Supervisor Tod Kimmelshue, Butte County, Vice Chair 
  Letitia Grenier, Director, Water Policy Center, PPIC 
     
11:05 AM  V.  Closing Comments and Adjournment 
 

 
Access the full committee packet by scanning this QR Code 



Speaker Bios – AENR 2025, Agriculture & Water 

Nancy Vogel, Special Advisor to the Director, California Department of Water 
Resources 

Nancy Vogel re-joined the Department of Water Resources in October 2024 as Senior 
Policy Advisor to the Director. She previously worked at the California Natural Resources 
Agency for five years as director of the Governor's Water Portfolio Program and deputy 
secretary for water. Her career includes stints handling communications for DWR and the 
California Natural Resources Agency, time as a principal consultant for the Senate Office of 
Oversight and Outcomes, and nearly 20 years as a journalist for The Sacramento Bee and 
the Los Angeles Times. She earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Conservation and 
Resource Studies and a Master of Arts degree in journalism, both from the University of 
California, Berkeley. 

 

Christine Birdsong, Undersecretary, California Department of Food and Agriculture 

Christine Birdsong was appointed by Governor Newsom as Undersecretary of the 
California Department of Food and Agriculture. Previously, Birdsong was Senior Vice 
President, General Counsel and Director of People and Culture for the Sun Valley Rice 
Company. She has also served as General Counsel for the National Cotton Council of 
America, Counsel for the Committee on Agriculture for the United States House of 
Representatives and Federal Government Affairs Leader for CropLife America. Birdsong 
earned a Juris Doctor degree from the UC College of the Law, San Francisco, and is a UC 
Berkeley alumni. 

 

Letitia Grenier, Director, Public Policy Institute of California Water Policy Center 

Letitia Grenier is the director of the PPIC Water Policy Center and holds the Ellen Hanak 
Chair in Water Policy. She previously directed the Resilient Landscapes Program of the San 
Francisco Estuary Institute, where she worked to conserve California’s living resources by 
developing landscape-scale, collaborative, and science-based solutions. Throughout her 
career, Grenier has served as a science lead for major environmental reports and 
initiatives, including the State of the Estuary Report and the Baylands Ecosystem Habitat 
Goals. She earned her PhD from UC Berkeley, where she researched the ecology of the 
Bay-Delta estuary system. 

 


