March XX, 2026

RE:	COSPONSOR REQUEST: Bridges and Safety Infrastructure for Community 	Success Act (H.R. 7437)
Dear Representative (Last Name):

On behalf of the (insert County name), I am writing to urge you to cosponsor the Bridges and Safety Infrastructure for Community Success (BASICS) Act. This important bipartisan legislation (H.R. 7437) would strengthen federal transportation investment at the local level, including increasing the share of federal formula funding that is available to (County Name) county.

California’s local governments are responsible for maintaining a vast surface transportation network. All told, counties and cities own and maintain more than 325,000 lane-miles of local streets and roads – or 82 percent of the state’s road system. Furthermore, over 12,600 bridges, or roughly half the bridges in California, are owned and maintained by local governments. Many of California’s locally owned bridges are located on Federal-aid highways, reinforcing that local infrastructure is an integral part of the national transportation system. Our county alone maintains (xxx) miles of roads and (xxx) bridges. 

Despite substantial state and local investment in transportation programs – including revenues generated under California’s SB 1 – the cost of maintaining roads and bridges in a state of good repair continues to exceed available funding. Deferred maintenance increases long-term costs, strains local budgets, and can compromise public safety and economic development. At the same time, counties must ensure that local and regional transportation networks can support emergency evacuations, freight movement, tourism, climate resilience, and future growth. 

For our county, ensuring direct and predictable access to federal transportation funding is essential. Analysis shows, however, that all local governments, not just counties, receive less than 15 percent of federal formula funding. This limited access to formula funds – coupled with rising input costs, capacity constraints and state-imposed financial restrictions – has created significant disparities in the condition between county-owned and other locally owned infrastructure and state-owned infrastructure. Nationally, locally owned bridges are twice as likely to be classified as being in “poor condition.”

The BASICS Act provides a strong foundation for addressing these challenges and should serve as a cornerstone of the forthcoming surface transportation reauthorization bill. Among other provisions, the legislation would increase the percentage of Highway Trust Fund (HTF) dollars apportioned to the Surface Transportation Block Grant (STBG) and the Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP), which are key federal programs that provide essential support for local road, bridge, trail, safety, planning, and transit-related projects.

Additionally, the BASICS Act would modify the Federal Highway Administration’s Bridge Formula Program (BFP) by requiring states to suballocate a portion of BFP funding to local governments. This reform would guarantee counties access to bridge funding and help address long-standing disparities between state-owned and locally owned bridges.

The bill also would enhance regional transportation planning by providing metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs) with additional resources and authorities to better coordinate infrastructure investments. Furthermore, H.R. 7437 would establish a dedicated rural and nonmetropolitan planning program to support regional transportation planning organizations (RTPOs).

Again, CSAC urges you to cosponsor the BASICS Act and to work with House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee leaders to include the bill in the upcoming surface transportation reauthorization legislation.

Thank you for your consideration of this request. If you have any questions or if you need any addtional information, please feel free to contact (insert appropriate county contact name, title and email).

Sincerely,



(Name and title of sender)
(County Name)
