/
/ / \ |
/ \\ ) Great Blue Heron in Surfgrass, Sands Beach, Santa Boﬁbam

Susan Cook

COa Sta | ACt 10 1 CSAC Legislative Conference

5/21/26




What | Will Cover:

* The Coastal Act

* CZMA

* The Coastal Commission
* Policy and Program Areas

* Highlights from 50 years of
Coastal Protection




Origins of the Coastal Act

« Santa Barbara oil spill in 1969
* Loss of public access to the shoreline
« Sea Ranch in Sonoma County

e (Gated communities and other exclusive
development in southern California

* Public walled off from public tidelands
* Increased intensity of development along coast

« Growing coastal protection movement (McAteer-Petris

@ Act)
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Prop 20 led to development of the
California Coastal Plan in 1975, with162
policy recommendations.

The Coastal Plan was submitted to the
Legislature in 1975 and led to the
California Coastal Act of 1976.

CALiForNIA CoAsTAL AcT OF 1976
As of January 2020

CALIFORNIA

COASTAL

COMMISSION
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——— Editorials — -

Saving The Coastline

Thanks to a stunning display of
leadership by Gov, Brown, another battle
has been won in the continuing campaign
to save California’s coastline.

After an 1lth-hour intervention by
Brown, the Senate passed, 25 to 14, a bill
putting permanent controls on develop-
ment of the 1,072-mile Pacific Ocean front,
from the Oregon border to Mexico.

The moment of truth arrived Monday
night, climaxing a year of public
discussion and long backstage attempts at
compromise with real estate developers
and organized labor.

Sen. Jerry Smith, D-Saratoga, who was
carrying the bill strongly supported by
California conservationists, could round
up only 18 of the 21 votes needed for the
bill's passage. Proposition 20, the coastal
protection initiative passed by the voters
in 1972, will expire at the end of this year,
Without the bill, the state would have had
no control over seaside development

Brown stepped in, worked out a com-
promise with organized labor and
delivered the votes to Smith.

The governor, through his negotiations
with the California Federation of Labor
and the Building and Construction Trades
Council, had saved the day for the con-
servationists.

The compromise measure will make the
Coastal Commission, created by
Proposition 20, permanent and will give it
the power to determine and enforce en-
vironmental standards on seaside
development. The commission's six
regional commissions, which have upheld
the environmental standards during the
past four years, will be continued for two
more years if the statewide commission
decides the workload demands it

This is a reasonable compromise with
the original proposal which would have
continued the regional boards for four
years.

The question of who controls the scenic
land in California and who should control it
— and under what terms — is due for in-
creasing attention in the coming years

The creation of a permanent statewide
coastal commission is but one example of
what Californians should be doing to
preserve scenic areas throughout the
state

Ths senators and assemblymen who
stood up for coastal protection and worked
for passage of the bill deserve the ap-
preciation of everyone who would preserve
the scenic beauty of California’s coast.




The Coastal Act protects coastal resources and promotes priority
land uses.

Chapter 3 Coastal Act Policies

e Coastal Development « Scenic and Visual Resources |

* Public Access and e Coastal Agriculture
Recreation * Archaeological &

e Coastal Hazards Paleontological Resources

Environmentally Sensitive ¢ Commercial Fishing &
Habitat Recreational Boating

Marine Environment Energy & Industrial
Water Quality Development

©
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Coastal Zone




@ The Coastal Zone, Defined

The Coastal Zone (CZ) is a legislatively-defined geographic

region that establishes the area regulated under the Coastal Take a closer look:
Act, encompassing both land and water areas along the See what the CZ
length of the California coastline from the Oregon border to looks like around
the Mexico border. The Coastal Zone boundary (CZB) defines Santa Cruz:
the California Coastal Commission’s boundary of authority.
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The inland CZB varies in distance from
the shoreline. In developed urban areas,
the CZ generally extends inland less
than 1,000 yards. In certain rural areas,
the CZ extends up to 5 miles inland.

.
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Davenq{)&
o Shoreline

The seaward CZB extends

offshore to the 3-mile limit
Brought to you by the California Coastal Commission / of State Waters \
For more information visit coastal.ca.gov



Ef County Districts
Rl [[] North Coast District

[_]| North Central Coast District|
Humboldt [ ] Central Coast District

& [ ] South Coast District
[ ] South Central Coast District
[_] San Diego Coast District
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In partnership with coastal
cities and counties, the CCC
plans and regulates the use
of land and water in the
coastal zone.

LCP = Local
Coastal Program



126 LCP SEGMENTS
74% of LCPs 94 CERTIFIED LCPs

Certified

Photo Courtesy of the California Coastal Commission -

Coastal Development Permits (CDPs) Local Coastal Programs (LCPs)
Issued directly by the Commission Developed in collaboration with local
for development activities that occur governments; include Land Use Plans;

in the Coastal Zone or by local certified LCPs transfer permitting

@ governments with certified LCPs. power to local government



Local Coastal Programs

ORANGE %
San Mateo Pt. <

Camp
Pendleton

Coastal Act Section 30500 requires local governments
to prepare a Local Coastal Program (LCP) for the
Coastal Zone portion of its jurisdiction

City of Oceanside %=~
Buena Vista Lagoon
Agua Hedionda Lagoon

City of Carlsbad

An LCP is defined under the Coastal Act as a local Besutes ogor W

City of Encinitas

government’s (CA 30108.6): < e AR

City of Solana Beach & ¢

(a) land use plans, oG

(b) zoning ordinances, i

(c) zoning district maps, and %mm -

(d) ... other implementing actions e s

...when taken together, meet the requirements ox s e

of. and implement the provisions and policies |EEEEET .. C‘;{;’;E,:;‘;';i‘;‘,’iy%
o

Of th e CO GS tal A Ct. > e (BL City of Imperial Beach

"
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LCP Standard of Review
C

oastal Act Chapter 3 Policies

& LCP Implementation Procedures (Sections 13560 — 13572)

4 \
st | | and Use Plan (LUP)

Hazards

D ————————
Policies |mp|ementatl0n

Plan (IP)

Zoning Ordinance & [ Other Implementing
Text Zoning Map Actions
\S

Planning

Priority
Land Uses

Land Use
Planning

[
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Typical LUP Topics

Land Use Coastal Resource Protection I Local Planning Issues

I > € >

Visitor-
Serving
Uses

ESHA /
Land
Resources

General
Land Use
Planning

Shoreline
Developmen
t & Devices

Marine

Hazards Circulation

Public Resource
Recreation A s & Water (Geo, /Transport
ccess Qua“ty Flood’ ation
Fire)

Public
Works
Facilities

Coastal
Dependent
Uses

Timberla
nd & Soils

Visual
Resources

Agriculture




Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA)

National Coastal Zone
Management
Program (CMP)

©
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San Francisco Bay
Conservation and Development Commission




Bay Watch, Huntington Beach, by

Hayleigh Smith

About the Agency

* Appointed Commission

* Professional Staff of ~200 employees
in 7 offices

A
=4 | o

v e —
* Programs and Units ranging from
planning, permitting, and . s
enforcement to public education, o e s

mapping, and technical services.
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Commissioners

Wk WP

Photo Courtesy of'fiv'e California Coastal Commission

Photo Courtesy of the California

Coastal Commission

@

12 voting members
* 6 are public members

6 are locally elected
officials

1 environmental justice rep

3 non-voting members from
* Resources Agency
e Caltrans

e State Lands Commission






Agency Units and

Programs

Regulatory & Planning

* District Planning &
Permitting

* Transportation

* Energy, Ocean Resources,
and Federal Consistency

* Enforcement

@

Statewide Policy and
Support

* Environmental Justice

Executive/Federal
Programs

Tribal Coordination
Statewide Planning

Technical Services

Mapping BTREZ S

. . ‘ ¥ -4 ~ )
Legislative oW >
Legal

_ ' ‘ e -
Public Education PRSI 3

. .

Administrative This Photo by Unknown Author is

licensed under CC BY-SA-NC


http://www.flickr.com/photos/djwudi/2110546087/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/

District Offices | @
North Coast — Arcata ‘ ‘

North Central Coast
& Headquarters — San
Francisco

Legislative — Sacramento North Central Coast -

Central Coast — Santa Cruz
e South Central Coast — Ventura
 South Coast — Long Beach Coast
South Central
Coast ‘

South Coast

* San Diego Coast — San Diego

0 y

San Diego Coast



District Planning & Permitting @

* Reviews coastal development permit applications for
conformity with Coastal Act

* Analyzes and monitors coastal land use plans and Land Use
zoning ordinances prepared by cities and counties in Planning
the coastal zone for conformity with Coastal Act

* Prepares written recommendations to the
Commission on permit applications and other

matters Coastal Resource  Planning for New
; ' ; ; Protection Development
* Reviews compliance by applicants with the terms of

previously issued coastal permits

* Provides information to permit applicants and
members of the public regarding the Commission’s
regulatory and planning programs



Transportation

* Reviews coastal development transportation
projects, such as roads, bridges, bike paths,
pedestrian trails, and rail networks

* Ensures critical infrastructure resiliency

* Broadens multi-modal transportation
and coastal public access opportunities

* Coordinates with Caltrans to facilitate review
of proposed regional statewide
transportation plans, state and local highway
projects, and transportation corridor
adaptation efforts

* Works with regional transportation
agencies and local governments on LCPs -

Camino Del Mar, Torrey Pines State Beach , Diana Lilly




Energy, Ocean Resources,
and Federal Consistency

* Reviews energy and offshore development
projects and federal agency activities. For
federal activities, a consistency
determination or certification must be made
as required by the Coastal Zone Management
Act

* Topics of Interest:

* Offshore wind, Renewables, and Oil and
Gas

Aquaculture

Desalination

Military Activities

Power Plants and Transmission



Enforcement

Ensures compliance with the Coastal Act,
including with all terms and conditions of CDPS\

Requires removal of development placed
without permits

Protects all resources along the coast, including
by requiring removal of violations that block
public access to the coast and by requiring
restoration of areas damaged by unpermitted
development

Requires additional mitigation to offset the
impacts of violations

Has authority to issue Cease and Desist and
Restoration Orders and Administrative Penalty
Actions



Executive Unit and
Federal Programs

Executive

* Leadership team sets agency-wide policy and
supports strategic plan implementation

* Oversees all Units and Programs

* Plans and Supports Monthly Commission
Meetings

Federal Programs

* Collaborates with federal partners (such as NOAA
and other Coastal Management Programs)

* Manages federal funding and related
programming

e Qversees Commission's state and federal Great Elllue Hé[qn in Syrjrgigsys,‘Sands Beach, Santa Barbara,;%
. SR SN TING ) - Susan Cook'
fellowship programs T /

e
P



Administrative Units

* Fiscal & Business Services
* Accounting

* Human Resources (HR)

* Information Tech (IT)

* Support Staff

This Photo by Unknown Author is
licensed under CC BY-NC-ND


https://www.flickr.com/photos/47862125@N03/41619215792
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/

Public Access

* Over 1150 public access sites along the
coast

* Maximizes public access to and along the
coast

* Maximizes public recreational
opportunities in the coastal zone

e Works toward equitable coastal access for
all
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Environmental Justice @

Ensures environmental justice principles are considered in all permitting and planning

decisions
COASTAL ACCESS
CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION
° ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE PoLICY
° MEANINGFUL ENGAGEMENT -

s Qo
- RESPECT TRIBAL CONCERNS
/ﬂk‘ @ m ACCOUNTABILITY & TRANSPARENCY
yﬁ\ Q HABITAT & PUBLIC HEALTH
"’ % + PARTICIPATION IN PROCESS T

CLIMATE CHANGE




CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION

45 FREMONT, SUITE 2000
CA 41052210

FAX (415) DD4-5400

Tribal Coordination

California Coastal Commission

Adopted Tribal Consultation Policy

e Supports staff in implementing the Tribal
Consultation Policy through internal
guidance

Adopted: August 8, 2018

I. BACKGROUND

In recent years, the State of California and the Federal government have adopted a
number of executive orders, statutes, guidance documents, and other policy directives

* Strengthens relationships with Native fodoraly-racognized Caifomia Native American Trbes (Trbes) and t protact Trbal
. . . . cultural resources
American Tribes, while encouraging further

It is important to recognize that the entirety of the State's Coastal Zone was originally

H indigenous termitory that likely has cultural significance at some level or another. Long
0] Utrea C h an d co I I d bo ratl on before the coastal areas were colonized by white settlers, each coastal area had
ignificance to the local indigenous communities. This significance is part of the State’s
istory, which is full of centuries of land theft, suppression, and aggression, pushing

L ASS'StS d |St r|Ct Staff | N Creat| ng SpeC|a I jigenous people from coastal (and other) regions early in the colonization and settiement

e State. For decades, even after native people were already excluded from coastal

conditions to protect tribal cultural e e o
resources in staff reports

p abandon many coastal areas

dal policies were finally tempered, Tnbes were still not safe to use traditional
e coast, and Tribal communities had to endure Tribal children being taken

d forced to attend boarding schools. These are some factors that have led
of suppression of knowledge about Tribal cultural areas.

the largest number of Tribes in the contiguous United States, with the
ough the Department of the Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA))
California Tribes, and with the State of California (through the
pmmission (NAHC)) currently acknowledging 55 additional

unities. Efforts to improve communication and

deral and state laws and guidance documents promoting
jovemment planning processes (e.g., the

8), and environmental review document practices
ge California Environmental Quality Act



Statewide Planning

* Researches and develops policy guidance

* Develops and provides training materials

e Conducts outreach to local governments and
engages with partner agencies

e Administers the Commission’s LCP grant program

* Addresses emerging issues through special
statewide projects and federal grant programs

e Current research topics include: sea level rise,
coastal access, nature-based adaptation
strategies, wildfire resilience, affordable housing,
and public trust

©

cccccc

Critical Infrastructure at Risk
Sea Level Rise Planning Guidance for
Cadlifornia’s Coastal Zone

Final Adopted Guidance
November 17, 2021

CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION
SEA LEVEL RISE POLICY GUIDANCE Sl Cemnisson @

Interpretive Guidelines for Addressing
Sea Level Rise in Local Coastal Programs
and Coastal Development Permits

ly adopte:

t »
unanimously adopted — November 7, 2018



Ecology

Reviews biological reports, wetland

delineations, etc. Qi
Conducts site visits to evaluate on-the-

ground conditions

Makes ESHA and wetland determinations 7~~~ /,;-,".?’f,. 2 | R
Determines appropriate mitigation / 7 "'/ i) '
measures and requirements to compensate /// [/ | ‘ \
for impacted resources AN S f A AT AN N
Reviews restoration, mitigation, and Y | / 7 Q}\__ / { 0
monitoring plans ) e e \\
Reviews monitoring reports for compliance P ‘ \
with special conditions and provides / % \\ \
guidance on adaptive management Seasmrandwfg#sﬁ )("7" déOmWe.P;rk
f ‘i ,, 1' I r\ \\ ‘ Bil\Boutan



Water Quality

Analyzes water quality issues in projects

Analyzes water quality policies and
implementation measures new/updated LC

Reviews construction-phase and post-
development water quality plans

Recommends Best Management Practices
(BMPs)

Reviews technical reports on water quality,
stormwater management, hydrology, and
soils

Develops and reviews Special Conditions and
findings for staff reports, and reviews
condition compliance

R VNN
e
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Geology and
Engineering

* Analyzes geology and engineering aspects
of projects (e.g., coastal hazards) and
provides technical
support/recommendations

* Develops technical guidance documents
and provides training

 Attends state/regional working
groups/workshops and brings technical
perspective of Commission Staff

e Facilitates connections with academics and
researchers to engage with best available
science




Mapping
* Assists with cartography, including exhibits for

staff reports, memos, and special projects

* Makes jurisdictional determinations/minor boundary
adjustments

s Do By CoA

California Coastal Trail Map

* |s responsible for mapping the Commission's
jurisdiction and development of jurisdictional data

* Develops authoritative data, web maps, tools, and web
services such as California Coastal Trail Map

* Provides GIS, technical, and mapping support for
databases and tools

* Coordinates at Local, State, and Federal levels on
geospatial issues

@




Legislative

* Tracks the status of bills affecting the
Commission and California's Coastal
Program and coast-related legislation

* Represents the Commission in the Capitol

* Builds and maintains relationships with
legislators, the administration, and Capitol
staff

» Advocates for policy to protect coastal
resources and access

* Assists coastal legislators with addressing
constituent concerns

Tracks the Commission's annual budget

”~
- §

% /
Kelp, Point Lobos: ‘Bruce Sudweeks



Legal

* Provides advice to Commission staff on
legal issues related to proposed coastal
development, LCP certifications, and
enforcement orders

* Reviews documents and reports for
consistency with Coastal Act and other laws

 Drafts and reviews documents to be
recorded to protect open space and
provide public access

* Responds to Public Records Act requests

* Works with Attorney General's office in
relation to litigation by and against the
Commission

s State Beach, Sa



Public Education

* Provides Whale Tail Grants for coastal and
marine education

* Manages Coastal Cleanup Day, Adopt-A-Beach,
CA King Tides Project, and Boating Clean &
Green Program (in partnership with State Parks)

* Works on marine debris policy and plastic
pollution prevention

* Develops K-12 educational resources

e Offers Art, Poetry, Photo, and Video Contests
for youth and adults
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Protecting and Expanding Public Access

Secured 200 +
public
accessways
Expanded
California
Coastal Trall
Focus on multi-
modal and ADA
access
Landmark
Enforcement
Actions
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Lower cost accommodations and housing

Created over 1,200 lower cost
over night accommodation
(hotel rooms, cabins, camp
sites, hostel beds)

Prevented demolition of over
1,100 existing affordable
housing units




SLR and Climate Adaptation Approaches




Habitat Conservation and Restoration

Conserved over 12,000 acres through open spaceand =. .. ~ i"‘,." I A
conservation easements e ea S 4 ® T AN 4
Played key role in restoration of Ballona, Bolsa Chica, .« =~ '« 7 - % ” $
San Dieguito, Malibu and San Elijo Lagoons, and the 5 ‘i ofd

» » v
Eel River Vo $ | A J&



Hearst Ranch
Sea Ranch
Crystal Cove
Trestles Beach
Martin’s Beach
Newport Banning

Ranch




Stay Connected

* FB: California Coast

* Twitter: thecacoast

* 1G: thecaliforniacoast

e LI: California Coastal Commission

* Youtube: CACoastalCleanupDay or The
California Coastal Commission

©
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