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Juvenile Justice at a Crossroads: 
Navigating Reform in Post-DJJ California



JUVENILE JUSTICE CONTINUUM

Provide a network of 
referrals and direct 

services to assist 
youth and families 

with limited 
involvement of 

probation. 

Prevention/
Diversion

Formal 
Supervision Foster Care

Secure 
Juvenile 
Facilities

Support youth in the 
community through 

supervision and 
direct services by 
probation and/or 
referrals to NGOs.

Support youth ordered 
into foster care by the 

court identifying 
appropriate 

placements to address 
needs and participate 
in family engagement 

to support 
reunification and/or 
permanency plans. 

Responsible for 
operating secure 

juvenile facilities for 
youth and young 
adults, ensuring 
compliance with 

BSCC Title 15 Juvenile 
Facility Regulations 

facilities.

Reentry

Guide youth and young 
adults to successful transition 

onto probation supervision 
post commitment terms in 
secure settings, providing 

and/or referring to services 
and treatment and 

supervising compliance with 
court orders to prevent future 

victims and safe 
communities., 



Board of State and Community Corrections
Department of Social Services

Office of Youth and Community Restoration

Judicial Council of California

Juvenile Justice Coordinating Councils

Juvenile Justice Commissions

JJCC SB 823 
Subcommittee

Grand Juries
State Fire Marshall

Department Of Health 
Care Services

Local Public Health 

OYCR OMBUDSPERSON

STATE AND LOCAL ENTITIES INVOLVED IN JUVENILE JUSTICE





Data
Staff Training & 
Development

PROBLEMS IN A POST DJJ WORLDSOLANO’S SUCCESS A THOUGHTFUL AND 
DELIBERATE EFFORT  

• Social Climate Scales 
(2016)

• Uniform Incident 
Tracking (2018)

• Staffing Needs Analysis 
(2019)

• JJRBG Data Project 
(2024)

• Intro to EBP & RNR 
(2016)

• In-House Instructor 
Development (2017)

•  Foundational Training 
(2017)

• New Employee Training 
Program (2018)

• BMS & CBT 2.0 (2019)
• Social Services Worker 

added (2023)

Policy & Practice

• Updated Booking Criteria 
(2016)

• Dedicated Programming 
staff (2018)

• Detention Screening Tool 
(2018)

• Complete Policy Rewrite 
ACA influenced (2018)

• Dedicated Program Staff 
(2019)

• Behavior Management 
System (2019)

• Body Scanners (2025)

EBP

• Motivational Interviewing 
& RNR (2016)

• Introduction of 
Restorative Justice (2017)

• Mentorship Prog. (2019)
• Multi-Disciplinary Team 

(2019)
• 40 Developmental Assets 

(2021)
• Family Engagement & 

Trauma Curriculum 
(2024)



Elimination 
of the State’s 

only long-
term secure 

option

Legislative 
Changes Have 

Weakened 
Accountability

Long term 
Declines in 

Detention & 
Crime Rates 

Reversing

Increase in 
State 

Bureaucracy 

PROBLEMS IN A POST DJJ WORLDTHEN CAME A POST DJJ WORLD





AFTER DECADES OF PROGRESS,  A TROUBLING TRAJECTORY 



LESS RESTRICTIVE PROGRAMS - 
 GAPS IN OVERSIGHT ARE PUTTING YOUTH AND COMMUNITIES AT RISK



IN SPITE OF THE UNCERTAINTY SOLANO, LIKE OTHER COUNTIES, 
HAS DEVELOPED GREAT PROGRAMS.

Education
 College access
 Certificated Tutor
 Vocational Training
 Certifications
 Apprenticeships
 Academic 

Partnerships

Personal Growth
•  Restorative Justice
•  Mentorship
•  Wellness & Mental Health
•  Creative Therapy
•  Skills Groups (CBT 2.0, Life 
Skills, EI)

Family Engagement
•  Reunification Support
•  Social Services  Worker
•  Family Days
•  H.O.P.E. Workshops

Reentry Preparation
•  Reentry Programming
•  Transitional Supports
•  Family Reunification
•  Less Restrictive Program

Employment & Workforce 
Development
•  Paid Internships
•  Trades Pathways
•  Barbering School
•  Food Handling
•  Fitness/Physical Training Cert.



SOLUTION FRAMEWORK – CORRECTING COURSE, BEND 
SO WE DON’T BREAK
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